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Art and the UniverseArt and the Universe

Astronomy is a visual science.
Astronomy in art or art in astronomy?
Images of the sky are nature photography.
Art/Photography techniques enhance science 
images.







Space ArtSpace Art

Paintings with astronomy or space subject.
Art media and technique.
View based on known properties.
Artistic license completes unknowable 
details.



























Art from ScienceArt from Science

Starts with science data.
Photography techniques make features in the 
data visible.
Combine exposures, reconstruct color.
Art principles can make science images visually 
more pleasing.
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Useful Art/Photography Principles Useful Art/Photography Principles 

Color, form, texture.
Composition.
Lighting, tonality.



Adjust ColorAdjust Color









CompositionComposition



















Quality of LightQuality of Light















Conceptual Art?Conceptual Art?

Real photograph.
Abstract composition.
What are we looking at?
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